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flatter Madame de Maintenon, and by degrees to hint
that she might rule over Spain, even more firmly than
she ruled over France,, if she would entrust her com-
mands to Madame des Ursins. Madame des Ursins
offered, in fact, to be the instrument of Madame de
Maintenon; representing how much better it would be
to rule affairs in this manner, than through the in-
strumentality of the ministers of either country.

Madame de Maintenon, whose passion it was to
know everything, to mix herself in everything, and
to govern everything, was enchanted by the siren.
This method of governing Spain without ministers
appeared to her an admirable idea. She embraced it
with avidity, without reflecting that she would govern
only in appearance, since she would know nothing
except through the Princesse des Ursins, see nothing
except in the light in which she presented it. From
.that time dates the intimate union which existed be-
tween these two important women, the unbounded
authority of Madame des Ursins, the fall of all those
who had placed Philip V. upon the throne, and of all
our ministers in Spain who stood in the way of the
new power.

Such an alliance being made between the two
women, it was necessary to draw the King of Spain
into the same net. This was not a very arduous task.
Nature and art indeed had combined to make it easy.
Younger brother of an excitable, violent, and robust
Prince, Philip V. had been bred up in a submission
and dependence that were necessary for the repose of
the Royal family. Until the testament of Charles II.,
the Due d'Anjou was necessarily regarded as destined